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Sec. 51.803. AUTOMATIC ADMISSION: ALL INSTITUTIONS. (&)
Subject to Subsection (a-1), each general academic teaching
institution shall admit an applicant for admission to the
institution as an undergraduate student 1f the applicant
graduated with a grade point average in the top 10 percent of
the student"s high school graduating class in one of the two
school years preceding the academic year for which the applicant
is applying for admission and:

(1) the applicant graduated from a public or private
high school in this state accredited by a generally recognized
accrediting organization or from a high school operated by the
United States Department of Defense;

(2) the applicant:

(A) successftully completed:

(1) at a public high school, the curriculum
requirements established under Section 28.025 for the
distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high
school program; or

(i1) at a high school to which Section
28.025 does not apply, a curriculum that i1s equivalent iIn
content and rigor to the distinguished level of achievement
under the foundation high school program; or

(B) satisfied ACT"s College Readiness Benchmarks
on the ACT assessment applicable to the applicant or earned on
the SAT assessment a score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the
equivalent; and

(3) 1i1f the applicant graduated from a high school
operated by the United States Department of Defense, the
applicant is a Texas resident under Section 54.052 or 1is
entitled to pay tuition fees at the rate provided for Texas
residents under Section 54.241(d) for the term or semester to
which admitted.

(a-1) Beginning with admissions for the 2011-2012 academic
year, The University of Texas at Austin is not required to offer
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admission to applicants who qualify for automatic admission
under Subsection (a) In excess of the number required to fill 75
percent of the university s enrollment capacity designated for
first-time resident undergraduate students in an academic year.
IT the number of applicants who qualify for automatic admission
to The University of Texas at Austin under Subsection (a) for an
academic year exceeds 75 percent of the university"s enrollment
capacity designated for first-time resident undergraduate
students for that academic year, the university may elect to
offer admission to those applicants as provided by this
subsection and not as otherwise required by Subsection (a). |IT
the university elects to offer admission under this subsection,
the university shall offer admission to those applicants by
percentile rank according to high school graduating class
standing based on grade point average, beginning with the top
percentile rank, until the applicants qualified under Subsection
(a) have been offered admission in the number estimated in good
faith by the university as sufficient to fill 75 percent of the
university s enrollment capacity designated for first-time
resident undergraduate students, except that the university must
offer admission to all applicants with the same percentile rank.
After the applicants qualified for automatic admission under
Subsection (a) have been offered admission under this subsection
in the number estimated in good faith as sufficient to fill 75
percent of the designated enrollment capacity described by this
subsection, the university shall consider any remaining
applicants qualified for automatic admission under Subsection
(a) In the same manner as other applicants for admission as
first-time undergraduate students in accordance with Section
51.805.

(a-2) If the number of applicants who apply to a general
academic teaching institution during the current academic year
for admission in the next academic year and who qualify for
automatic admission to a general academic teaching institution
under Subsection (a) exceeds 75 percent of the iInstitution®s
enrollment capacity designated for first-time resident


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=51.805

undergraduate students for that next academic year and the
institution plans to offer admission under Subsection (a-1)
during the next school year, the institution shall, in the
manner prescribed by the Texas Education Agency and not later
than September 15, provide to each school district, for
dissemination of the information to high school junior-level
students and their parents, notice of which percentile ranks of
high school senior-level students who qualify for automatic
admission under Subsection (a) are anticipated by the
institution to be offered admission under Subsection (a-1)
during the next school year.

(a-3) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 776 ,
Sec. 1, eff. June 17, 2015.

(a-4) If The University of Texas at Austin elects to offer
admission to first-time resident undergraduate students under
Subsection (a-1) for an academic year, the university must
continue its practice of not considering an applicant®s legacy
status as a factor iIn the university"s decisions relating to
admissions for that academic year.

(a-5) A general academic teaching institution that offers
admission to first-time resident undergraduate students under
Subsection (a-1) shall require that a student admitted under
that subsection complete a designated portion of not less than
six semester credit hours of the student®s coursework during
evening hours or other low-demand hours as necessary to ensure
the efficient use of the institution®s available classrooms.

(a-6) Not later than December 31 of each academic year in
which The University of Texas at Austin offers admission under
Subsection (a-1), the university shall deliver a written report
to the governor, the lieutenant governor, and speaker of the
house of representatives regarding the university"s progress in
each of the following matters:

(1) increasing geographic diversity of the entering
freshman class;

(2) counseling and outreach efforts aimed at students
qualified for automatic admission under this section;



(3) recruiting Texas residents who graduate from
other institutions of higher education to the university”s
graduate and professional degree programs;

(4) recruiting students who are members of
underrepresented demographic segments of the state®s population;
and

(5) assessing and improving the university®s regional
recruitment centers.

(b) An applicant who does not satisfy the curriculum
requirements prescribed by Subsection (a)(2)(A)(1) or (i) 1is
considered to have satisfied those requirements if the student
completed the portion of the distinguished level of achievement
under the foundation high school program curriculum or of the
curriculum equivalent in content and rigor, as applicable, that
was available to the student but was unable to complete the
remainder of the curriculum solely because courses necessary to
complete the remainder were unavailable to the student at the
appropriate times in the student"s high school career as a
result of course scheduling, lack of enrollment capacity, or
another cause not within the student"s control.

(c) To qualify for admission under this section, an
applicant must:

(1) submit an application before the expiration of
any application filing deadline established by the institution;
and

(2) provide a high school transcript or diploma that
satisfies the requirements of Subsection (d).

(d) For purposes of Subsection (¢)(2), a student”s
official transcript or diploma must, not later than the end of
the student®s junior year, indicate:

(1) whether the student has satisfied or is on
schedule to satisfy the requirements of Subsection (a)(2)(A) (1)
or (11), as applicable; or

(2) if Subsection (b) applies to the student, whether
the student has completed the portion of the distinguished level
of achievement under the foundation high school program



curriculum or of the curriculum equivalent in content and rigor,
as applicable, that was available to the student.

(e) Each institution of higher education shall admit an
applicant for admission to the institution as an undergraduate
student 1Tt the applicant:

(1) is the child of a public servant listed in
Section 615.003, Government Code, who was killed or sustained a
fatal injury in the line of duty; and

(2) meets the minimum requirements, i1If any,
established for purposes of this subsection by the governing
board of the institution for high school or prior college-level
grade point average and performance on standardized tests.

() After admitting an applicant under this section, the
institution shall review the applicant™s record and any other
factor the institution considers appropriate to determine
whether the applicant may require additional preparation for
college-level work or would benefit from inclusion in a
retention program. The institution may require a student so
identified to enroll during the summer immediately after the
student is admitted under this section to participate in
appropriate enrichment courses and orientation programs. This
section does not prohibit a student who is not determined to
need additional preparation for college-level work from
enrolling, iIf the student chooses, during the summer immediately
after the student is admitted under this section.

(g) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board by rule
shall develop and implement a program to increase and enhance
the efforts of general academic teaching institutions in
conducting outreach to academically high-performing high school
seniors In this state who are likely to be eligible for
automatic admission under Subsection (a) to provide to those
students information and counseling regarding the operation of
this section and other opportunities, including financial
assistance, available to those students for success at public
institutions of higher education in this state. Under the
program, the coordinating board, after gathering information and
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recommendations from available sources and examining current
outreach practices by institutions in this state and in other
states, shall prescribe best practices guidelines and standards
to be used by general academic teaching institutions in
conducting the student outreach described by this subsection.

(h) An institution that admits under this section an
applicant qualified for automatic admission under Subsection (a)
may admit the applicant for either the fall semester of the
academic year for which the applicant applies or for the summer
session preceding that fall semester, as determined by the
institution.

(i) If a general academic teaching institution denies
admission to an applicant for an academic year, in any letter or
other communication the institution provides to the applicant
notifying the applicant of that denial, the institution may not
reference the provisions of this section, including using a
description of a provision of this section such as the top 10
percent automatic admissions law, as a reason the institution 1is
unable to offer admission to the applicant unless the number of
applicants for admission to the institution for that academic
year who qualify for automatic admission under Subsection (a) 1is
sufficient to fill 100 percent of the institution®s enrollment
capacity designated for first-time resident undergraduate
students.

(J) A general academic teaching institution that elects to
offer admission under Subsection (a-1) for an academic year may
not offer admission to first-time undergraduate students who are
not residents of this state for that academic year iIn excess of
the number required to fill 10 percent of the institution®s
enrollment capacity designated for first-time undergraduate
students for that academic year.

(k) A general academic teaching institution may not offer
admission under Subsection (a-1) for an academic year after the
2017-2018 academic year if, on the date of the iInstitution®s
general deadline for applications for admission of first-time
undergraduate students for that academic year:



(1) a final court order applicable to the institution
prohibits the institution from considering an applicant™s race
or ethnicity as a factor in the institution™s decisions relating
to first-time undergraduate admissions; or

(2) the iInstitution®s governing board by rule,
policy, or other manner has provided that an applicant®s race or
ethnicity may not be considered as a factor in the institution”s
decisions relating to first-time undergraduate admissions for
that academic year.

(1) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board shall
publish an annual report on the impact of Subsection (a-1) on
the state®s goal of closing college access and achievement gaps
under "Closing the Gaps,'™ the state®s master plan for higher
education, with respect to students of an institution that
offers admission under that subsection, disaggregated by race,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and geographic region and by
whether the high school from which the student graduated was a
small school, as defined by the commissioner of education, or a
public high school that is ranked among the lowest 20 percent of
public high schools according to the percentage of each high
school"s graduates who enroll in a four-year institution,
including a general academic teaching institution, in one of the
two academic years following the year of the applicant™s high
school graduation. On request, a general academic teaching
institution that offers admission under Subsection (a-1) shall
provide the board with any information the board considers
necessary for the completion of the report required by this
subsection.

(m) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the
commissioner of education shall jointly adopt rules to establish
eligibility requirements for admission under this section as to
curriculum requirements for high school graduation under
Subsection (a)(2)(A) for students participating under the
recommended or advanced high school program so that the
admission of those students is not affected by their



participation in the recommended or advanced high school
program. This subsection expires September 1, 2020.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 845, Sec. 1, eff.
Aug. 30, 1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 1,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1342 (S.B. 175), Sec. 1,
eff. June 19, 2009.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec.
4.008, eff. September 1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 211 (H.B. 5), Sec. 64(a),
eff. June 10, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 959 (H.B. 1843), Sec. 1,
eff. June 14, 2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 776 (H.B. 2472), Sec. 1,
eff. June 17, 2015.

Sec. 51.8035. AUTOMATIC ADMISSION OF APPLICANTS COMPLETING
CORE CURRICULUM AT ANOTHER INSTITUTION. (a) In this section:

(1) "Core curriculum”™ means the core curricullum
adopted by an institution of higher education under Section
61.822.

(2) "General academic teaching institution' has the
meaning assigned by Section 61.003.

(b) A general academic teaching institution shall admit an
applicant for admission to the institution as a transfer
undergraduate student who:

(1) graduated from high school not earlier than the
fourth school year before the academic year for which the
applicant seeks admission to the institution as a transfer
student and:
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(A) qualified for automatic admission to a
general academic teaching institution under Section 51.803 at
the time of graduation; or

(B) was previously offered admission under this
subchapter to the institution to which the applicant seeks
admission as a transfer student;

(2) first enrolled in a public junior college or
other public or private lower-division institution of higher
education not earlier than the third academic year before the
academic year for which the applicant seeks admission;

(3) completed the core curriculum at a public junior
college or other public or private lower-division institution of
higher education with a cumulative grade point average of at
least 2.5 on a four-point scale or the equivalent; and

(4) submits a completed application for admission as
a transfer student before the expiration of any application
filing deadline established by the institution.

(c) For purposes of this section, transfer semester credit
hours from a different institution of higher education and
semester credit hours earned by examination shall be included in
determining whether the person completed the core curriculum at
an institution of higher education.

(d) It is the responsibility of the applicant for
admission under this section to:

(1) expressly and clearly claim in the application
entitlement to admission under this section; and

(2) timely provide to the general academic teaching
institution the documentation required by the institution to
determine the student®s entitlement to admission under this
section.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1342 (S.B. 175), Sec.
2, eff. June 19, 2009.

Sec. 51.804. ADDITIONAL AUTOMATIC ADMISSIONS: SELECTED
INSTITUTIONS. For each academic year, the governing board of
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each general academic teaching institution shall determine
whether to adopt an admissions policy under which an applicant
to the institution as a first-time freshman student, other than
an applicant eligible for admission under Section 51.803, shall
be admitted to the institution if the applicant:

(1) graduated from a public or private high school in
this state accredited by a generally recognized accrediting
organization with a grade point average in the top 25 percent of
the applicant®s high school graduating class; and

(2) satisfies the requirements of:

(A) Section 51.803(a)(2)(A) or 51.803(b), as
applicable to the student, or Section 51.803 (a)(2)(B); and
(B) Sections 51.803(c)(2) and 51.803(d).

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 2,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Sec. 51.8045. GRADUATES OF CERTAIN SPECIAL HIGH SCHOOL
PROGRAMS. (@) For purposes of Sections 51.803 and 51.804 only,
the governing body of a school district may treat a high school
magnet program, academy, or other special program conducted by
the school district at a high school attended by high school
students who are not students of the special program as an
independent high school with i1ts own graduating class separate
from the graduating class of other students attending the high
school 1f:

(1) the special program was in operation In the 2000-
2001 school year;

(2) the students of the special program are
recruited, selected, or admitted from among the students
residing iIn the attendance zones of not fewer than 10 regular
high schools in the district, including the high school at which
the special program is conducted;
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(3) the students of the special program are selected
or admitted independently of and identified as a student body
separate from the other students of the high school;

(4) the students of the special program constitute
not less than 35 percent of the total number of students in the
graduating class at the high school at which the special program
IS conducted;

(5) the students of the special program have a
curriculum different from that of the other students of the high
school, even if students of the special program and other
students of the high school attend some of the same classes;
and

(6) a student graduating from the special program
receives a high school diploma that includes a reference to the
special program in describing the high school from which the
student graduated.

(b) This section does not apply to the manner in which the
members of a graduating class of the high school as a whole,
including graduates of the special program, are ranked by grade
point average for purposes other than admissions under Sections
51.803 and 51.804.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1024, Sec. 1, eff. June 15,
2001.

Sec. 51.805. OTHER ADMISSIONS. (@) A graduating student
who does not qualify for admission under Section 51.803 or
51.804 may apply to any general academic teaching institution if
the student:

(1) successftully completed:

(A) at a public high school, the curriculum
requirements established under Section 28.025 for the foundation
high school program; or

(B) at a high school to which Section 28.025
does not apply, a curriculum that is equivalent iIn content and
rigor to the foundation high school program; or
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(2) satisfied ACT"s College Readiness Benchmarks on
the ACT assessment applicable to the applicant or earned on the
SAT assessment a score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the
equivalent.

(b) The general academic teaching institution, after
admitting students under Sections 51.803 and 51.804, shall admit
other applicants for admission as undergraduate students. It is
the intent of the legislature that all institutions of higher
education pursue academic excellence by considering students®
academic achievements iIn decisions related to admissions.
Because of changing demographic trends, diversity, and
population increases in the state, each general academic
teaching institution shall also consider all of, any of, or a
combination of the following socioeconomic indicators or factors
in making first-time freshman admissions decisions:

(1) the applicant®s academic record;

(2) the socioeconomic background of the applicant,
including the percentage by which the applicant®s family is
above or below any recognized measure of poverty, the
applicant®s household income, and the applicant®s parents® level
of education;

(3) whether the applicant would be the first
generation of the applicant®s family to attend or graduate from
an institution of higher education;

(4) whether the applicant has bilingual proficiency;

(5) the financial status of the applicant®s school
district;

(6) the performance level of the applicant®s school
as determined by the school accountability criteria used by the
Texas Education Agency;

(7) the applicant™s responsibilities while attending
school, including whether the applicant has been employed,
whether the applicant has helped to raise children, or other
similar factors;

(8) the applicant®s region of residence;


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=51.803
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=51.804

(9) whether the applicant is a resident of a rural or
urban area or a resident of a central city or suburban area in
the state;

(10) the applicant®s performance on standardized
tests;

(11) the applicant®s performance on standardized
tests In comparison with that of other students from similar
socioeconomic backgrounds;

(12) whether the applicant attended any school while
the school was under a court-ordered desegregation plan;

(13) the applicant®s involvement in community
activities;

(14) the applicant™s extracurricular activities;

(15) the applicant™s commitment to a particular field
of study;

(16) the applicant®s personal interview;

(17) the applicant®s admission to a comparable
accredited out-of-state institution; and

(18) any other consideration the institution
considers necessary to accomplish the institution®s stated
mission.

(c) A general academic teaching institution may review
other factors in making an admissions decision.

(d) Not later than one year before the date that
applications for admission are first considered under this
section, each general academic teaching institution shall
publish in the institution®s catalog a description of the
factors considered by the institution in making admission
decisions and shall make the information available to the
public.

(e) This section does not apply to an institution that has
an open enrollment policy, except that a student may apply to a
general academic teaching institution that has an open
enrolIlment policy only if the student satisfies the requirements
described by Subsection (a).



() This section does not apply to Lamar State College--
Orange or Lamar State College--Port Arthur as long as those
institutions operate as two-year lower-division institutions of
higher education.

(g) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the
commissioner of education shall jointly adopt rules to establish
eligibility requirements for admission under this section as to
curriculum requirements for high school graduation under
Subsection (a)(1) for students participating in the minimum,
recommended, or advanced high school program so that the
admission requirements for those students under this section are
not more stringent than the admission requirements under this
section for students participating in the foundation high school
program. This subsection expires September 1, 2020.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 3,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 449 (H.B. 2424), Sec. 1,
eff. June 19, 2009.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 211 (H.B. 5), Sec. 65(a),
eff. June 10, 2013.

Sec. 51.807. RULEMAKING. (@) The Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board may adopt rules relating to the operation of
admissions programs under this subchapter, including rules
relating to the identification of eligible students.

(b) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, after
consulting with the Texas Education Agency, by rule shall
establish standards for determining for purposes of this
subchapter:

(1) whether a private high school i1s accredited by a
generally recognized accrediting organization; and
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(2) whether a person completed a high school
curriculum that is equivalent in content and rigor to the
curriculum requirements established under Section 28.025 for the
foundation high school program or the distinguished level of
achievement under the foundation high school program.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 4,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1369 (H.B. 3851), Sec. 2,
eff. June 15, 2007.
Reenacted by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 895 (H.B. 3), Sec.
62, eff. June 19, 2009.
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 211 (H.B. 5), Sec. 66(a),
eff. June 10, 2013.

Sec. 51.808. APPLICATION OF ADMISSION CRITERIA TO OTHER
PROGRAMS. (a) Each general academic teaching institution or
medical and dental unit that offers admissions to undergraduate
transfer students or admissions to a graduate, postgraduate, or
professional program shall adopt a written admission policy
applicable to those programs.

(b) Each general academic teaching institution shall adopt
a written admission policy to promote the admission of
undergraduate transfer students to the institution. The policy
must provide for outreach and recruiting efforts directed at
junior colleges and other lower-division institutions of higher
education and may include iIncentives to encourage transfer
applications and to retain and promote transfer students.

(c) A policy adopted under this section shall be published
in the Institution™s or unit"s catalog and made available to the
public.
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Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1369 (H.B. 3851), Sec. 4,
eff. June 15, 2007.

Sec. 51.809. SCHOLARSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP AWARDS. (a) A
general academic teaching institution or a medical and dental
unit that offers competitive scholarship or fellowship awards
shall adopt a written policy describing the factors to be used
by the institution or unit in making an award.

(b) A policy adopted under this section shall be published
in the Institution™s or unit"s catalog and shall be made
available to the public in advance of any deadline for the
submission of an application for a competitive scholarship or
fellowship to which the policy applies.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1997.
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